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Introductory Statement and Rationale

This policy was created by the teaching staff of St Anne’s National School in April/May 2015.  It reflects  the 1999 Primary School Curriculum and conforms to the principles outlined in the curriculum statement and also helped us to review our practices in the light of these principles.  As a whole school plan, it will guide and organise the teaching and learning of this subject area and will serve as the basis for all long and short term plans in Visual Arts’.
Vision:

We at St Anne’s National School are committed to promoting the unique giftedness of each child and we aspire to help them to work towards acieving success in excellence in all areas of the Curriculum.  We believe that Art offers a very special way for children to express themselves with confidence.  It allows every child to excel. Creative achievements in art contribute to a sense of personal identity and self esteem.  For this reason, we believe that Visual Arts has a key role to play in the learning process and in helping us to achieve our stated objectives.

Aims:

We endorse the aims of the Primary School Curriculum for Visual Arts

· To help the child develop sensitivity to the visual, spatial and tactile world, and to provide for aesthetic experience

· To help the child express ideas, feelings and experiences in visual and tactile forms

· To enable the chld to have enjoyable and purposeful experiences of different art media and to have opportunities to explore, experiment, imagine, design and communicate with different art materials

· To promote the child’s understanding of and personal response to creative processes involved in making two and three-dimensional art

· To enable the child to develop the skills and techniques necessary for expression, inventiveness and individuality

· To enable the child to experience the excitement and fulfilment of creativity and the achievement of potential through art activities

· To foster sensitivity towards and enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts

· To provide opportunities for the child to explore how the work of artists and craftspeople might relate to his/her own work

Content of Plan

Curriculum:

Strands and Strand Units:

Drawing
· Creating Drawings
· Looking and Responding
Paint and Colour
· Painting

· Looking and Responding

Print

· Making Prints
· Looking and Responding

Clay

· Developing form in clay

· Looking and Responding

Fabric and Fibre

· Creating with fabric and fibre

· Looking and Responding

Construction

· Making Constructions

· Looking and Responding
Teachers should familarise themselves with the six strands of the visual arts curriculum and ensure each strand and both strand units are given equal prominence during the visual arts programme for the year.The revised Primary Curriculum should be used as a reference source and repository for ideas and objectives in all areas of the visual arts curriculum.
Approaches and Methodologies
The appropriate teaching method for Visual Arts is considered to be through ‘guided discovery’.This method allows the child to explore the expressive potential of various media and to experiment with them. It also allows the child to cultivate his/her own artistic interpretation of the world and to observe the visual environment. In addition children are encouraged to appraisethe work of artists, and also to appreciate the work of their peers.
In approaching the teaching of visual arts teachers must be aware that children’s stages of development can vary and must gauge their ability and challenge them accordingly.The following approaches are recommended :
· Emphasis on process rather than product and on practice and progression.
· Exposure to work from different eras, cultures and traditions.

· Exposure to a wide range of materials and techniques.

· Development of previously learned skills.

Timetable

There are approximately 35 hours for Visual Arts in the year. This is used to teach six strands – each strand being allocated approximately 5hrs. This ensures a balance between 2D and 3D strands and between making and doing and looking and responding to art. Sometimes teachers block time for project work e.g. preparation for Christmas, clay modelling etc. The practical nature of the intended unit should be taken into consideration when allocating time. 
Children with Different Needs:

The visual arts programme should provide opportunities for all children to experience success.  Particular support will be given to children with special needs where discovery and experimentation in visual arts can be very rewarding and may lead to the development of other skills and talents.

Children who display a particular ability in the area of visual arts will be encouraged to develop this talent further.  The child’s talents will be emphasised at the annual parent-teacher meetings and this information will also be recorded in the report card.  These children will be encouraged to avail of opportunities to engage with visual arts, e.g. to enter competitions etc. 
The staff of St Anne’s National School will strive to set activities appropriate to the children’s ability and age, and will adapt activities to suit individual needs.  These considerations will guarantee opportunities for all children to participate in purposeful activities that draw on creative and aesthetic potentials.

Linkage and Integration:

The staff of St Anne’s National School will make every effort to integrate the teaching of Visual Arts with other subjects in the curriculum as appropriate.Integration is encouraged where it is natural and where children’s learning can be maximised.  Integration provides opportunities for creativity and inventiveness.  It allows the children to show strengths and interests which might otherwise remain untapped.  Where possible, a thematic approach of integration across all subject areas will be used.  There are also many opportunities for linking strand with strand within the Visual Arts curriculum.  This can also be developed with a thematic approach.

Assessment and Record Keeping:

It has been agreed that the primary tool employed within the Visual Arts programme will be that of Teacher Observation.  The teacher may also digitally photograph any class art projects which will be stored on the school server.  Areas for assessment would include:

· The child’s ability to choose and use materials, tools and media for a particular task or project effectively and with originality

· The child’s expressive use of visual media in compositions and in developing form

· The quality of the child’s responses to art works, and his/her ability to make connections between his/her own work and that of others

· The child’s approach to and level of involvement with a task

· The child’s contribution to group activity.

The teacher may occasionally design specific visual arts activities to assess particular aspects of development in art.  These would cover the range of activities in 2D and 3D media that children engage in at different stages of development.

Portfolios will be kept as a record of children’s creative and aesthetic development.  The information gathered will be shared with parents at parent/teacher meetings and on the end of year report.

Equality of Participation and Access:

All children regardles of gender, ethnic backgroung and socio-econimic status  shall have equal access to all visual arts activities.  In line with our inclusive school policy, different cultures are affirmed through discussion, activities and displays.  Children of all cultures are encouraged to contribute to the overall learning experience by sharing elements of their own culture.

Displays:

It is important for each child to see that his/her work is valued.  This can be achieved by a selection of the following:

· Displaying work in classrooms
· Displaying work throughout the school on display boards
· Displaying artwork in the local church for certain occasions
· Displaying photographs of children engaging in visual arts on the school website
· Displaying photographs of children’s work on the school website
· Displaying childrens work at special events

Resources and ICT:

A contribution is requested from each child at the start of the school year.  The school’s art materials are purchased with these funds and basic supplies like paint, brushes etc are held in  each classroom.  Other materials and resources are stored centrally and can be accessed as required by all teachers.  Resources are purchased when necessary.  Any other materials, specific to a certain class, may be purchased by that teacher.  
ICT plays an important role in the visual arts programme.  A wide range of ICT resources are used to aid the teaching of visual arts. Each classroom has an interactive whiteboard and access to laptops and Ipads.  The school’s digital cameras and Ipads can be used to keep a record of some projects.

In accordance with the school’s ICT policy, all staff and students of St Anne’s National School adhere to a code of practice for Internet usage.  Teachers always familiarise themselves with material on websites prior to use in the classroom.

Health and Safety:

School personnel are mindful of health and safety issues associated with the visual arts.  Every care will be taken in using all art materials.  All art materials used will be non-toxic and safe for children to use.  The children will be encouraged (particularly at infant level) to wear old clothing during practical classes to protect uniforms.  

Teachers are mindful of the floor area near the sink when children are using water.  Plastic containers should be used for water.  Lighting should be adequate and the room well ventilated while work is drying.

The procedures applicable to school tours apply to visits outside of school.  Guest speakers/artists are invited with the approval of the principal.  Teachers must remain with the class for all talks and the speaker must adhere to a previously agreed format for presentation / discussion.

Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting:

A thematic approach for some aspects of the Visual Arts programme may be employed.  A thematic approach may be reflected in each teacher’s long and short-term planning.  As already stated, one of our primary aims is to create a balance between making and doing, and looking and responding .
This will be achieved by incorporating the ‘Looking and Responding’ strand unit into each lesson, either as the ‘stimulus’ for the lesson, at the end of the lesson, or if time is limited, at a time later in the week.
Work completed is recorded in the Cuntas Míosuil.  This record is available for the next teacher of the class at the end of the school year.  This ensures that concepts and skills are developed from year to year, and that looking and responding activities are not repetitive for the children.  Children’s progress within visual art is recorded in the individual school report cards.

Staff Development:

Teachers are supported, where possible, by the Board of Management to develop their range of skills and expertise in the Visual Arts.  Attendance at courses in the Education Centre is promoted and the sharing of knowledge and skills facilitated at staff meetings or at school planning days.  Teachers talented in the visual arts are invited to guide staff in particular strands at staff meetings or at other times suitable to staff members.  Outside experts / skilled parents who have been Garda Vetted may be invited to facilitate visual arts activities  Teachers are aware of the theory of Multiple Intelligences and endeavour, through a variety of methodologies, to address pupil’s individual learning styles.

Parental Involvement:

Parents with particular skills and interests may be invited to support the Visual Arts programme.  They may also be invited to assist in other school events such as parents open days,  Green Flag raising days etc.  Children’s interest in the Visual Arts can be stimulated by visits to galleries, museums, exhibitions and, where possible, we will arrange for them to see artists and craftspeople at work.  Parents are encouraged to avail of such learning opportunities for their children.  Parents can encourage their children to enter local competitions, exhibitions and community events.  Information on these events may be circulated via the school.

Community Links:

Links are forged with the local community and artists and crafts people may be invited to visit classes.  The Visual Arts programme is also linked with the study of local history, geography, traditions and folklore.

Success Criteria

This plan will be reviewed in the future under the following headings:

· How has the plan been implemented?
· Has the plan achieved its aim?  What are the indicators?
· Has the plan enhanced pupil learning?
· Teacher feedback
· Pupil feedback
· Parental feedback
· Board of Management feedback
· Inspectors’ suggestions and reports

Implementation

Roles and Responsibilities:

The Principal is responsible for the implementation of the Visual Arts programme within St Anne’s National School.. Class teachers are responsible for the implementation of the Visual Arts Programme for their own classes.

Timeframe:

This plan will be implemented in September 2015, and  will be reviewed again in June 2018.
Ratification and Communication

This reviewed policy was ratified by the board of management. A copy of this is available to all parents and members of the school community.
Date: _______________________
Signed: ________________________


       (Chairperson BOM)
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