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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

This booklet gives you some information about the school.  We are developing our 

school website currently and will upload school policies on to it over the coming 

months, as they are reviewed.  New parents will receive a folder with copies of 

some important policies.   Other policies will be available to view in the school by 

appointment.  If you have questions, please contact the school on 094 9620482. 

 

Thank you, 

Catherine Collins and Staff 

 

Vision Statement 

 

We endeavour that all pupils entrusted to our care will have been encouraged to 

attain their full potential in academia. We strive to foster their creative abilities 

and individual talents and to instil in them a sense of community and respect for 

themselves, others and their environment. 
 

School Times 
 

9.05    Breakfast Club in Lunch Room 
 

9.20    School doors open to admit pupils.  Pupils assemble in school  

    yard and are brought to their classes by their teachers. 
 

10.55 - 11.05  Break outdoors if weather permits.  Otherwise in classrooms. 
 

12.30 - 1.00  Lunchtime / Playtime. 
 

 2.00 p.m.  Hometime for Junior Infants. 
 

 3.00 p.m.  End of school day. 
 

 3 - 4 p.m.  Homework Club (3rd - 6th classes limited availability).   

   Junior Infants finish at 12.30 p.m. from Sept 1st - 16th.   

 

No responsibility is accepted for pupils on the school grounds before 

9.20 a.m. or after 3 p.m. with the exception of those attending 

Homework Club.          
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Access to School 
   

Please park in church grounds or on the square and walk young children in to the 

school.  We ask parents not to drive in the laneway at Tully’s for safety reasons.  

We ask you to drive with caution in Church Grounds and make allowances for the 

unexpected  errors that school going children can make.  Please pass on this 

information  to anyone who drops or collects children on your behalf. 
 

Phone Numbers 
 

Please ensure that your child’s teacher has an up-to-date address and  phone 

number which can be written on the homework journal.  Please  inform the school 

in writing or by e-mail of any changes in name, address or telephone.  It is 

important that the school can make immediate contact if your child is sick so 

please supply further contact numbers for emergencies. 
 

Accidents occur despite supervision.  Minor accidents are treated at school.  In 

the event of a more serious accident occurring or a child becoming very ill, every 

possible effort will be made to contact parents/guardians. 

 

Religious Education 

 

St. Anne’s is a Catholic school under the patronage of Bishop of Elphin, and our 

schedule is on display inside the main door.  A Christian ethos permeates the life 

of the school.  Children follow the Alive-O-Programme and are prepared for 

Communion and Confirmation.  At the heart of the programme is the message  

‘Love God and love your neighbour’.  The school enrols children of other faiths and 

of no faith and respects their beliefs and practices, but it cannot provide 

separate supervision during the religious education period, nor can it educate 

children of other faiths in their own faith. 

Curriculum 

A copy of the D.V.D “The What Why and How of Children’s Learning in the 

Primary School” is available free to parents of new entrants.  The D.V.D. provides 

information on the curriculum followed by Primary Schools and how children learn.  

In St. Anne’s we place emphasis on early intervention and endeavour to identify 

children experiencing difficulty early on and put an effective intervention 

programme in place, in consultation with parents. 

Subjects Taught in all Classes    

Languages (English and Irish) 
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Mathematics 

SESE - Social, Environment and Scientific Education - this includes History, 

Geography and Science. 

S.P.H.E. - Social, Personal and Health Education. 

Arts Education. This includes Visual Arts, Music and Drama 

P.E. Physical Education 

Religion 

DEIS    

 

We have been a DEIS school since 2006 and through this we can provide many 

good programmes and opportunities for your child. Through DEIS our teachers 

are trained in the First Steps Literacy Programme, a structured programme 

linking assessment to learning and covering Oral Language, Reading and Writing.  

We offer “Literacy Lift Off” for all Senior Infants, where children are taught in 

small groups focusing on the elements essential to reading and using a graded 

series of Readers. 

Children experiencing early literacy problems may have access to Reading 

Recovery - an individual early intervention reading programme aimed at senior 

infant/first class children, and we are also fortunate enough to have a teacher 

trained in Maths Recovery.  Our Junior and Senior Infant Classes are taught the 

‘Ready Set Go’ Maths Programme, which is a practical, fun, hands on programme 

aimed at giving a deeper understanding of early mathematical concepts and using 

the language of maths. 

Under DEIS also we are involved in the School Completion Programme.  This 

enables us to provide activities and supports in school, as well as the Homework 

Club and Breakfast Club, and a transition programme prior to transfer to 

secondary school. The Homework Club is open to children from 3rd to 6th classes, 

and is offered three days a week with limited availability. The Breakfast Club is 

run by the school staff in the Lunch room every morning and is offered to all. 

Healthy options such as fruit, yogurt drinks, milk, toast with ham/cheese/rashers 

are available. It finishes promptly at 9.20am. We also have a Home School 

Community Liaison Teacher.  This is Orla Higgins.  She is shared with St. 

Attracta’s N.S. Ballaghaderreen.  Orla provides support for parents by organising 

courses in the school, through home visits and by liaising with outside agencies.  

Delivery Equality of Opportunity in Schools 
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School Uniform  

Pupils should be in full school uniform from the start of the year.  The uniform is 

very important to the image of the school and we ask you to adhere strictly to our 

uniform policy.  On P.E. days only, a plain navy tracksuit and blue polo shirt may be 

worn.  Please avoid stripes and writing down the side of the tracksuit bottom. 

Boys: A plain navy trousers, navy v-necked jumper, light blue shirt and navy tie. 

Girls: Navy v-necked jumper or cardigan, light blue blouse, pinafore made from 

uniform material, navy tights or socks, navy tie. 

During the winter months girls may wear a plain navy trousers or tracksuit bottom 

if parents feel it may provide more warmth - otherwise please wear pinafore.      

The pinafore is available in Higgins of Main Street.  Other items of uniform are 

widely available.       

Health 

Parents are asked to inform the school if their child has any allergies, long or 

short term illnesses, or if using medication. 

Attendance  

Under the Education Welfare Act children are required to be in school every day 

unless there is a reasonable explanation for their absence.  Under the Act, if a 

child is absent, parents are required to inform the school of the reason for the 

child’s absence.  This can normally be done by signing an absence slip - the school 

provides children with these every year.  The school is obliged under the Act to 

inform the relevant authorities if a child is absent for 20 days or more. 

If children need to leave school early the school must be notified in writing.  

Children must be collected from the classroom, by a parent or guardian.  If 

someone else is collecting the child a letter from parent or guardian is necessary.  

Children showing signs of illness should be kept at home.  If children become ill in 

school, parents will be contacted and the child kept comfortable until they arrive.  

If parents cannot be contacted a decision will be made regarding medical 

assistance and if it is deemed necessary, the family doctor will be contacted. It is 

not possible to provide adequate supervision inside and outside so children who 

are not well enough to play outside should not be in school.  Arrangements will be 

made in exceptional circumstances only, where a child may need to stay indoors. 
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Parent/Teacher Communication 

Parents are asked to attend Parent/Teacher meetings held annually.  Informal 

communication takes place in the morning and evening, but if you wish to speak 

with the teacher otherwise you are asked to make an appointment, as a teacher 

cannot adequately supervise a class while speaking to a parent.  You may meet with 

the principal at any time but an advance phone call is advisable in case of a prior 

appointment. 

Our Code of Behaviour has recently been updated.  Parents were circulated with a 

copy of the draft code which has now been adopted as the School Code of 

Behaviour.  Please read the code and discuss with your child.  The aim of our code 

is to provide an ordered, safe environment where learning can take place.  We 

work hard to ensure that the school is a happy place for children and staff and we 

notice and acknowledge good behaviour and co-operation. 

Please be punctual. It is unsettling for your child when they arrive late, and can 

disrupt the work in the classrooms. 

Hair Care 

We recommend that you check your child’s hair regularly for head lice which can 

spread easily.  If they occur, please treat immediately and inform the teacher in 

confidence.  All parents will then be notified of possible risk.  Girls with long hair 

should have it tied up. 

Healthy Eating 

Our school has a Healthy Eating Policy, the aim of which is to ensure that children 

eat a nourishing, well balanced lunch.  Sweets, crisps, chocolate bars and biscuits 

are not allowed.  Chewing gum is never permitted. Waste management is a part of 

our ‘Green Schools’ programme and so we discourage cartons in favour of re-

usable bottles, and we ask children to bring home un-eaten food.   
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Preparation for the First Day in Junior Infants 
 

Please be positive with your child in preparing him/her for school. Tell him/her it 

is a happy place where he/she will meet new friends and be welcomed. 

 

We try to ensure that no child feels left out at playtimes.  As they settle in, we 

recommend that older sisters and brothers do not monopolise their playtime, 

which may restrict them in forming friendships with their peers. 

 

As part of our health programme we encourage regular washing of hands, 

particularly after toilet use.  However, we are not always able to oversee this so 

please remind your child of its importance. 

Germs and viruses spread easily so children are encouraged to use tissues and to 

cover their mouths and turn away when coughing. 

 

It would help greatly if your child is able to: 
 

1) Share toys and playthings and take turns at games. 

 

2) Tidy up and put away playthings. 

 

3) Put on and take off his/her own coat without help. 

 

4) Use the toilet without help.            

  

 

On the first morning the children will be met in the classroom by the teacher.  

He/she will be meeting other children and encouraged to play.  It is advisable to 

leave without delay having assured the child that you will be back. 

If your child is very upset, please do not panic.  The teacher is experienced, 

resourceful and will have come across these situations before.  Try to reassure 

the child, but do not show signs of distress as this can create more anxiety.  It is 

best to leave quickly - even if it is only for a short time, Children tend to settle 

when left. 

 

From 1 - 16 September children will be going home at 12.30 p.m.  From Monday 

19th September home time will be 2 o’ clock.  Please come promptly as children get 

anxious if they think they have been forgotten. 
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There is no need to bring toys into school and we do not encourage this practise 

because of breakages, competition and peer pressure.  However, one old small toy 

or ‘comfort toy’ may be brought in if your child needs it. 

 

Preparing your Child for Schoolwork   

 

Good writing is all about muscle and motor control so it will help your child greatly 

if he/she is practised at colouring, drawing, painting, manipulating materials such 

as plasticine, construction work, jigsaws, using a scissors etc. It is also important 

that he/she can sit for a short period of time at a table while engaging in an 

activity. This will help to develop the ability to concentrate. Sitting properly will 

promote good practise for writing later on.  Please work on this with your child -

even if he/she attends playschool - as it can be very helpful. 

 

Noting visual differences is essential to reading and this skill is practised and 

encouraged by use of matching games, construction work, jigsaws etc. 

 

Reading aloud to your child will cultivate an interest in, and love of reading. 

 

Your child will be learning to recognise (and later on write) lower case letters 

initially, so it would be very helpful if he/she became familiar with recognising 

his/her own name written this way e.g. Alison, Mary - The first letter only to be a 

capital. 

 

Your child’s teacher will continually make informal assessment.  In Senior Infants 

our Learning Support Teacher will oversee a screening test and you will be 

notified if there are any concerns. 

 

A meeting for parents will be held in September/October. 

 

We do not currently have a Parent’s Association and would welcome approaches 

from parents interested in setting this up.  There is help and advice available 

from the National Parents Council. 

 

Fundraising 

 

We raise funds through our Christmas Concert held every second year and 

through our ‘Green Day’ held in March.  We ask parents to bake for this and the 
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produce is sold in the school.  We sell pencils, pens, copies.  We recycle clothes 

through Cash for Clobber and we collect ink cartridges and mobile phones for the 

Jack and Jill Foundation.  We run a Book Fair every second year and we fundraise 

for Charity from time to time. 

 

We are developing a garden at the back of the school and would welcome some 

volunteers, on a small scale, to help progress this. 

 

                
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


